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    Arch Creek Trust  Contact Numbers    
 A NOT FOR PROFIT CORPORATION Information: Carol (305) 681-6319 
 1855 NE 135th Street    Membership: Amy (305) 935-4364 
 North Miami, FL 33181      E-mail: archcreek@yahoo.com 

 Ph: 305-944-6111 Website: 
   www.arch-creek-trust.webs.com   
 

 

APRIL – MAY 2012 
 

ARCH CREEK TRUST NEWS 

 
   Rosey, Rick & Carol - ACT trip to the Ah-Tah- Thiki Museum, Seminole Reservation 

 

Considering that Carol Helene has been a committed, hard working, long loved and 
established president, I had plenty of trepidation and doubts about assuming the role of 
president. It‟s a tough act to follow and seemingly impossible shoes to fill.  There were 
personal reasons as well for a polite “no.” Additionally, the Trust has its fair share of 
capable, committed, and deserving people who‟ve fought the good fight for many years. 
But, how do you let down those who have faith in you? How do you say „no‟ to an oasis 
whose woes seem to never end. Budget cuts, staffing cuts, pollution, traffic, vagrancy, 
invasive plants, closure … just a few that come to mind. How do you turn your back on the 
“little park that could?” A place that has lifted itself up many times after repeated knock 
downs.  

 
I love our park, just like you do. I love its origins, its historical associations, its oxygen, its 
canopy, its creatures, its fight to be created, the fantastic people who struggled decades 
ago to turn an idea to reality, its park caretakers and its watchdogs. Can you think of any 
other place in Miami of such tiny size that combines archaeology, military and pioneer 
history, natural wonders, the sounds of a passing train and a once crystalline waterway of 
turtles, fish, birds and occasional manatee? It‟s an all-in-one natural diamond for all to 
admire. 

 
I, like you, want to see the park live, survive and thrive … and be there still when we are all 
gone. So .. that polite „no‟ could not (and would not) last. It turned into a „yes‟ as an honest 
commitment to the past and to those who have never given up on Arch Creek Park‟s 
promise. Small as it is, you and I will make it shine bright. That‟s a promise worth keeping.  

     Rick Ferrer - Arch Creek Trust President 
 

QUICKIE CHICKEE FIXIE 

 

In mid April, the „Big Chickee‟ finally underwent a much needed re-thatch. Our chickee had 
been showing clear evidence of wear and tear until the matter of our chickees was 
considered by the board last December. Several chickee builders and re-thatch contractors 
were contacted. In March, the Board voted to award the job to Native Chickee Builders of 
the Hollywood Seminole Reservation. Native Chickee Builders had taken the trouble to 
come down to the park, review our chickees, work with providing us reliable estimates and 
talk directly to us. Our monies allowed repairing just the large chickee for now. Native 
Chickee Builders got to work by mid April. The weekend before starting at the park, the 
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contractors were hard at work hand-cutting thousands of palm fronds at the Brighton 
Seminole Indian Reservation, northeast of Lake Okeechobee. This was the most intense 
and difficult part of the job according to the workers. The fronds were then transported to 
the park by pickups and trucks, arriving in the early morning of the 16th. The guys got to it 
immediately, ripping out the old thatch and removing at least 10 roofing members that had 
rotted. They worked fast, completing the job one day ahead of the estimated 3-days to do 
the job. Re-thatching takes skill as the fronds have to be expertly placed (similar to 
weaving) to assure stability and protection. Our chickee received a new galvanized metal 
cap to replace the old tar paper cap along the ridge of the roof. New wooden supports in 
the form of “X‟s provide reinforcement to help hold down the roof. If you visit the chickee 
right now, the faint and refreshing smell of new thatch still lingers on the nose. The meeting 
in June will include a brief recognition the completed job as well as rededication of the Big 

Chickee in honor of noted author and national treasure, Marjorie Stoneman Douglas. 

 

MY SUBLIMEL TOUR OF ARCH CREEK PARK 

 

I am sitting in my living room, using my memory to tour the entrance at Arch Creek Park, 
while pondering why so few people enter at the gate, and unfortunately how many really 
want the pony farm next door. I slow as I drive around the corner. Then I stop. On my right 
is a well kept mowed area with a beautifully trimmed lignum vitae tree that was donated by 
Jackie. There are a few other native tree and lawn is well mowed. Why can‟t I drive across 
the lawn? It is blocked by huge pieces of the original bridge. Is that good? Behind the lawn 
area are some sorry looking trees, brown and dying. Are they natives? Does it matter? If I 
am correct there is an outstanding Live Oak waiting to be discovered just behind there. I 
have stopped and I am asking myself what there is that would attract my attention and 
make me want to park. It has looked the same as in the early days when it purchased by 
the state. Is that good? 

 
What would happen if, with the help of the Seminole tribe, we are able to open a Trading 
Post Shop, probably open to the public on Saturdays? We could sell trinkets, souvenirs to 
vistors. Even more important would be factual information comparing the Tequesta Indians 
and the Seminoles. I am forgetting the most important part of all. The building must be a 
bright and beautiful, preferably bright Orange, inviting everyone to see what is available.  

 
For students there should be inexpensive packets about the park, answering many 
questions. For instance how was the coontie mill different from all the others? Can you 
point out its location? What was the Capron Trail? Where was Fort Dallas and how far was 
it to Fort Lauderdale? What happened to the huge crocodile names Goliath, that everyone 
liked to feed? 

 
The building should be a wealth of inexpensive information about the park. I have a 
Seminole Indian recipe book from 1987. Seminoles used lots of pumpkins. They were small 
and dark brown. One of our park managers did raise a few. Perhaps a garden club would 
like to try some heirloom seeds. The pumpkin pancakes and the fried green tomatoes 
sound delicious.  

 
So I am still in my living room, taking a vitual tour of the lawn area. Something needs to be 
done. I suggest that everyone begin thinking about changes that would increase the 
activities in the park and provide additional help for the employees.  

Carol Helene   

 

JESSIE’S SONG 
  

I came across this while conducting research for an unrelated project involving Miami‟s 
historic downtown. It‟s a “fight song” dating back almost 40 years. The song was composed 
by Ms. Jessie Freeling for the Save-the-Bridge movement that lead to the creation of Arch 
Creek Park. Jessie Freeling was a conservationist and one of the original 1970s-era 
“mothers” of Arch Creek Hammock. In future issues, I hope to look into who these mothers 
of today‟s park were. 

 
While waiting for my friend one day upon old Arch Creek shore, 

My mind slipped down that timeless stream to what had been before. 
I saw the ages meeting there because the rock ridge led, 

Jessie Freeling in 1973 
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To such a place of beauty that everybody said; 
 

Meet me at the bridge at old Arch Creek. 
Meet me at the bridge, the little natural bridge. 
The natural bridge where all good friends meet. 

 

ARCH CREEK AND THE TITANIC! 
 

Our Arch Creek Trust logo is a sketch of an automobile going over what was the original 
Natural Bridge over the creek. Did you know that the first motor vehicle to cross over the 
bridge was in the year 1899?  That pioneering event was attributed to none other than 
wealthy magnate, businessman and inventor John Jacob Astor IV (b. 1864 – d. 1912), 
attributed as the pilot of that first car over Arch Creek. Astor and a cousin built New York 
City‟s famous Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in the 1890s. John Jacob came from a long line of 
prominent Astor‟s (cities named „Astoria‟ in Oregon and New York took their names from 
the family). John Jacob IV was also an inventor, a sci-fi novelist, and a veteran of the 
Spanish-American War. His many and varied accomplishments included helping develop a 
turbine engine; patenting a „vibratory disintegrator‟ (used to produce gas from peat moss); 
patenting a bicycle brake; making millions from real estate transactions; building the most 
luxurious hotel the world had known at that time; and, writing a novel about life in the year 
2000 … on Jupiter and Saturn! In his 40s, he caused a scandal in society circles by 
divorcing his first wife to marry an 18 year old. The couple went away to Europe to allow 
gossip caused by the event to calm down. When Astor‟s young bride became pregnant, 
they booked a return trip to the United States to have their child born on U.S. soil. The 
Astors, along with their servants and beloved dog, were on the  “RMS Titanic” on the fated 
maiden voyage when the luxury liner hit an iceberg and sank off the coast of 
Newfoundland. Astor is said to have calmly escorted his pregnant wife Madeleine into one 
of the lifeboats. Although he might have saved his own life, Astor gave up that option by 
escorting a young immigrant couple back to what could have been his space on the 
lifeboat. John Jacob was last seen on the deck of the Titanic. His body was recovered days 
later. He was buried in the Astor family vault in New York. Madeleine, who survived along 
with several female attendants (a male attendant and the family dog died in the sinking) 
gave birth to their son, John Jacob Astor V, four months later. John Jacob V himself lived to 
the age of 79, passing away in 1992 in his Miami Beach home. Last month was the 100th 
anniversary of the Titanic‟s loss. It was hard to miss as many TV programs and news 
shows marked the event. It behooves us to remember that the Titanic tragedy claimed one 
of our park‟s intrepid pioneers as well. 

 

SUMMARIZING A SUMMIT 
 

On May 10th a group of Miamians who support native trees and improving the county‟s tree 
canopy pow-wowed at the „6th Annual South Florida Tree Summit‟ at Florida International 
University‟s Tamiami Campus. I emailed a few of you about this recently and Burnham Neill 
was kind enough to post the summit‟s flyer on Facebook. Several familiar faces from other 
non-profits and sister agencies were there. There were quite a number of informative 
booths showing off various programs and groups involved with the environment here at 
home. A warm „hello‟ to Arch Creek came from Alice Warren with the Park & Recreation 
Department‟s Natural Areas Management (NAM). Some of you may know Alice from her 
yearly visits up our way to help in the removal of invasive exotics  … something she does 
year round from one end of the County to the other. I have to note though (and a bit sadly) 
that Arch Creek and Arch Creekers were really under represented at the summit … “party 
of one anyone?” Hopefully, more of us will go next year. These types of events are great 
opportunities to get the word out, find out about interesting programs and to meet others of 
like minds. 

 
Commissioner Dennis Moss (South Miami-Dade) welcomed conference goers followed by 
words from Cristina Casado of Miami-Dade‟s Community Image Advisory Board. Jack 
Kardys, the County‟s Parks and Recreation director also spoke, stating that the target year 
is 2020 for achieving a 30% natural canopy cover in Miami-Dade County. Seems ambitious 
but re-greening efforts are growing exponentially with the support of groups like 
“TreeMendous Miami,” “Million Trees Miami,” DERM‟s “Adopt-a-Tree” program and others.  

 

John Jacob Astor 
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The keynote speaker was Dr. Kathleen Wolf of the University of Washington, College of the 
Environment (Seattle). Dr. Wolf is with the USDA‟s Forestry Service, Pacific NW Research. 
She was the first urban forester for Key West, Florida, back in the day when funding for 
trees had little political or public support. She gave a fantastic talk and power point 
presentation on the status of re-greening America‟s cities (and the reasons why); the 
benefits of trees; the benefits of a more active lifestyle and more open spaces. Several facts, 
percentages and scientific studies were provided in support. Though she was preaching to 
the choir … it never hurts to see statistics that provide solid research in support of: green = 
healthy. I‟ll share some of the websites mentioned at the summit at the end of this article. 

 
A few interesting comments from Dr. Wolf‟s speech: 

 The Million Trees Program (launched not so  long ago) has already resulted in 
the planting of over 100,000 trees. 

 A „traditional‟ landscape or garden can require 57,000 gallons of water compared 
to a „native‟ landscape that can require only 6000 gallons. 

 Children with A.D.D. exposed to trees lessen their A.D.D. symptoms. 

 People in hospitals who have a view of trees or greenery do better. 

 Presence of trees can add 3 to 15% more to home values. 

 Office (desk) workers who work without any view to nature reported 23% more 
ailments in prior 6 month period. 

 Elderly study in Tokyo, Japan, found less illnesses and lower mortality rates 
where tree-lined streets and parks exist nearby. 

 Studies of children indicate that creative play and more imagination occurs in 
natural areas. 

 American Society of Landscape Architects; Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 
and the United States Botanic Garden are working together in partnership to help 
greening efforts at the national level. 

 Trees & Green = Happiness 
 

After the conclusion of Dr. Wolf‟s presentation, Gary Hunt, one of Dade‟s most beloved 
environmentalists and  volunteers was awarded the 2012 Crown Leadership Award for 
dedication and service. Gary has helped plant (literally) thousands of trees. He is a long time 
Miami Beach resident and certified arborist. He is a member of the Native Plant Society, the 
local branch of the Audubon Society, TreeMendous Miami among others. Gary accepted the 
award and closed with the promise “we‟re going to fight for better natural tree canopy and 
healthy natural areas.” 

 
The award presentation was followed by a talk by Carrie Gallagher, Executive Director of the 
Alliance for Community Trees. Ms. Gallagher‟s talk also reiterated the positives of parks, 
trees (especially planting the „right tree for the right place‟), green-lined streetscapes, 
supportive zoning, and the benefits of having walk-able areas. A topic of hers that stuck to 
my mind was that of an urban sewage plant developed in Iowa. In this case, a huge grove of 
willows was used in sewage treatment cutting operating (and energy) expenses by 25% to 
30% from that of a conventional sewage treatment facility. I wonder if our pesky Melaleuca‟s 
could be pressed for sewage service? Just a thought … 

 
The final speaker was Xavier Cortada, local artist and director/artist-in-residence at FIU‟s 
Office of Engaged Creativity. The artist showed a powerpoint presentation of paintings he 
creates inspired from local plants, leaves, seeds and root systems. The works are huge wall 
hangings, some of which are displayed at FIU‟s Frost Museum of Art and the North Keys 
Government Center. Xavier has gone the world over planting seedlings from South Florida 
(even in the North and South Poles) to make a point of how the planting of trees can have 
tremendous impact by keeping global warming at bay (and lessening the threat of icecap 
melt downs). The artist is currently involved with a project that asks people to plant a native 
tree and „green‟ flag and to post this action on his website. 

 
With all these speakers and information exchanges, I‟d like to reiterate the idea of us 
reaching out as a Trust, to other friends and allies involved with environmental support 
programs and projects. We can learn so much from each other. 

 
For further information, check out: www.naturewithin.info; 
www.Greenhealth@washington.edu; www.treeclimbing.jpl; www.xaviercortada.com; and 
www.nativeflags.org  



 5 

 

 

PARK NEWS 
 

On Earth Day, 
Sunday April 22

nd
, 

Boy Scout - Pack 305 
presented and 
installed 6 Eastern 
Screech Owl Nesting 
Boxes throughout the 
park. We are 
currently working on 
developing a stronger 
partnership the local 
Boy Scout troops, 
and this is just a 
small, but significant 
example of the 
potential of what a 
great partnership with 
the Biscayne Bay District of the Boy Scouts can do for the park. Make sure to come by and 
walk the tails to see the Owl Boxes.  
 
Photo Caption: (above) Owl Boxes- Pack 305 Cub Scouts deliver screech owl nesting boxes they 
built with their parents to Arch Creek Park Naturalist Aimee Scott, right, on Earth Day, Sunday, April 
22, 2012. Scouts from left to right: Andrew Weaver, Kevin Ward, Sean Ward (obscured), Charles 
Smith, Patrick Pobiak, Eduardo Gonzalez, Noah Perazzo, Michael McGuinness. 

 

    
Photo Captions: (left) Jay Weaver installs the screech owl nesting box he built with his son Andrew. 
(right) Dan Ward installs a screech owl nesting box he built with his sons, Kevin and Sean. 

 

Summer means Camp Manatee is gearing up for another fun-filled summer, where 
campers will learn about South Florida‟s ecology and history. Summer also means that the 
Park will need volunteers to come in at least 2 days a week to assist with maintaining the 
park, trails and museum, as well as greeting park goers, particularly on the weekends. If 
you would be interested in volunteering, make sure to attend the next Trust meeting. To 
keep up with the latest news, visit the Park‟s blog at www.archcreek.wordpress.com.  

 

SAVE THE DATE  
 
Our next Board meeting will be held on Saturday, May 19th, 10 AM. The meeting will be 

held at the Museum. We will have a short event to observe the large chickee’s renaming 

in honor of Marjorie Stoneman Douglas at our June meeting. Please, join us! 
 

CALENDAR (Recent & Upcoming)  

April 16-17
th
   Big Chickee Re-thatch project  

April 22
nd

    Owl nesting boxes installed at the park by Cub Scouts Pack 305 

Detail of the Ward's box. 

http://www.archcreek.wordpress.com/
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May 11
th
    South Florida Tree Summit at FIU (Tamiami Campus) 

May 18
th
   Park‟s Sparkle Tour 

May 19
th
   Board Meeting 

June 16
th
   Chickee Commemoration Event & Board Meeting 

 

UPCOMING DATES – JUNE– JULY – AUGUST 
 

CAMP MANATEE – SUMMER CAMP 
Dates: June 11th – August 17th, 2012 
Times: 
Before Care: 7:30am-8:30am* 
Drop Off: 8:30am-9:30am 
Camp Hours: 9:30am-4:00pm 
Pick Up: 4:00pm-5:00pm 
After Care: 5:00pm-6:00pm* 
Ages: 6-14 years old 
Camp Manatee is a nature-based specialty camp for children 6 to 14 years, which teaches 
about the wonders of the environment through interactive games, activities, crafts and field 
trips. Our summer session focuses on the South Florida‟s unique ecosystems and fantastic 
history with Greynolds Park as a backdrop for exploration and learning. Examples of 
activities include canoeing (ages 10 and older), hiking, archery, swimming and hands-on 
nature studies. Environmental themes change weekly. Campers will meet at the 
Boathouse. Registration will be held on Saturdays & Sundays at the Greynolds Park Main 
Office from 9:30am until 4:30pm. Call (305) 944-6111 or (305) 948-2891 for more 
information 
Fee: $100 per week or $34 per day plus annual $12 registration fee. 
Additional Fees: 
$11 Transportation fee per week per camper 
$10 Before & After Care fee per week per camper* 

Arch Creek Trust, Inc. 
1855 N.E. 135th Street 
North Miami, FL 33181 


