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FEBRUARY – MARCH 2012 
 
 

ARCH CREEK TRUST NEWS 
 

 

HAPPY VALENTINES DAY! 
 
 
 To email or not to email, that is the question. What is your preference? 
With the ever increasing cost of postage, using email saves the Trust money that 
could be used for the park, but we know that some of you that have computers 
would prefer to receive the newsletters by mail. If you would prefer receiving the 
newsletter by email or by mail, mark your preference on the membership 
application. We will try to honor your wishes. Forgive us if we make a few 
mistakes as we change our system and let us know if you fail to receive a 
newsletter. To those members who have already renewed your membership for 
the year 2012, thank you. 
 Please mark our meeting date on your calendar, February 18th, the third 
Saturday of the month at 10am at the museum. We will be electing new officers, 
planning to re-thatch out chickees and making a list of plants to purchase for our 
plant sale on Saturday, March 24th. Join us in the park to enjoy the fresh air, 
birds and butterflies before it becomes too warm.  
  
     Carol Helene - Arch Creek Trust President 
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Mark Your Calendars: 
 

Our upcoming meetings 
will be Saturday, February 
18th & March 17th, 2012 at 
10:00am. 
 
Membership Renewal: 
 

$15 Individual 
$25 Family (2+ at same address) 

$300 Life 

mailto:archcreek@yahoo.com
http://www.arch-creek-trust.webs.com/
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AH-TAH-THI-KI MUSEUM IN BIG CYPRESS 
 
 

 We were driven to the museum in a beautiful new van. The lack of rain 
was evident as we drove through the Seminole Indian Reservation. The museum 
was a beautiful building in a naturally landscaped area. As we entered the 
building we viewed a film showing the dynamic history of the Florida Seminoles 
including the three Seminole Wars. In the rest of the museum we saw life-sized 
Seminoles cooking, doing silver work, making clothing and traveling through the 
swamps. Another area was used to demonstrate their dancing, music and a 
stickball game. There were also beautiful paintings illustrating four children’s 
books, written in hopes of changing their children’s lives, reversing their 
tendency to become diabetics.  
 The side exit led to a beautiful board walk that is 1.5 miles long. There 
were many stops with labels and red signs to identify the plants and trees and 
their medicinal use if applicable. Only one are had standing water.  Stops 
included ceremonial grounds, a pavilion and a living village. Thanks to the Parks 
Department for a really great outing.  
 
 

FAUX FOOD 
 
 

 “The United States is a rarity among developed countries in that it does 

not require labeling of genetically engineered (GE) foods. Russia, Japan, China, 
Australia, New Zealand and 15 nations in the European Union require mandatory 
labeling of these foods. The nonprofit Center for Food Safety has filed a petition 
with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)demanding that the agency 
require labeling of GE foods on behalf of coalition of 350 companies, 
organizations, scientists, doctors and individuals dedicated to foods safety and 
consumer rights. To tell the FDA to label GE foods and more at 
CenterForFoodSafety.org and TrueFoodNow.org.” 
     Natural Awakening Magazine – January 2012 
   
 

METHUSELAH IS GONE 
  

 “The oldest tree east 
of the Mississippi and the 
oldest Cypress tree that 
some knew as Methuselah, 
has burned. “The Senator” 
was a 3,500 year old 
baldcypress tree. It was in 
the Big Tree Park in 
Longwood. The tree was 
thought be one of the 
world’s oldest and was a 
Florida champion. It had 
suffered severe damage in 
the 1926 hurricane. 
According to the Sun 
Sentinel, the cause of the 
fire was unknown.  
   
  
 
 



 3 

GOPHER TORTOISE NEED CASH 
 
 

 “Laws require developers to protect suitable habitat on the property 
where the gophers can still burrow or to relocate them somewhere else. What 
often happened is that the animal is simply plowed under-buried alive in its 
burrow-and the builders then pay the fee for an “incidental take permit.” 
Developers call it a “squash tax.”  
     LOSING IT ALL TO SPRAWL by Bill Belleville 
 

 “As a result, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
administrated a kind of turtle holocaust in Florida, selling 2,900 permits between 
1991 and 2007, that developers pay to bulldoze and pave and subdivide huge 
tracts of their natural habitat. The official turtle death toll was 94,000. The State 
Agency finally terminated its infamous “pave to pay” program in 2008.  
 Laurie MacDonald, Florida’s director of the Defenders of Wildlife, called 
the gopher tortoise a “pivotal species”, noting that networks dug by tortoise 
colonies provide habitat, or at least an occasional refuge for 360 species, from 
rodents to rabbits. But the U.S. Fish and Wildlife authorities decided last month 
that the gopher tortoise would not be listed on the endangered list.  
       Fred Grimm, The Miami Herald 
 
 

GOPHER BEWARE 
 
 

 Another kind of gopher, rodent kind, is a problem in Penn Valley, 
California. After years of trying various eradication methods, the park’s board of 
directors is opting for a “green” approach to rid the park of the pesky rodents 
that big holes all over the park. They’re calling in the owls. Park officials installed 
barn owl boxes throughout the 88 acre park. Each box, installed on trees, some 
10-15 feet high, has a 5 inch hole. “Barn owls are great hunters but lousy house-
builders” says Bruce Reinhardt. “Owls, if they take up residence in the park will 
eat up to 3,000 prey per owl pair. The board is keeping their fingers crossed. 
www.westerngatewaypark.com       
         E Magazine 
 
 

TOMATOLAND 
 
 

 Why is South Florida such a grim place to tomatoes? Florida’s sandy soil 
is devoid of plant nutrients as a pile of moon rocks. “To get a successful crop, 
they pump the soil full of chemical fertilizers and can blast the plants with more 
than 100 different herbicides and pesticides, including some the most toxic in 
agricultures arsenal” according to Barry Estrabrook, the author of Tomatoland. 
Most of the hard tasteless green balls that must be gassed to achieve the sick-
pink hue they present in the supermarkets are raised in Immokalee by migrant 
workers. “Migrant workers are coated with chemicals that cause birth defects, 
cancer and other aliments. Child labor laws and minimum wage laws are flouted. 
The most minimal housing standards are not enforced. Regulations actually 
prohibit growers in the southern part of Florida from exporting many of the older 
tasty tomato varieties because their coloration and shape don’t conform to what 
the all-powerful Florida Tomato Committee says a tomato should look like” 
 An article the March/April Audubon magazine reminds us that “most 
vegetables in the grocery store are the results of F1 hybrids, plants bred by 
agricultural companies for desirable traits. They grow quickly and are strong and 
uniform-qualities known as “hybrid vigor.” If someone sows the seeds from these 
vegetables, the plants won’t exhibit the same characteristics as their parents, 
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forcing farms and gardeners alike to buy new seeds annually. Heirloom seeds 
however sprout and bear more or less the same odd-looking and delicious fruits 
and vegetables every growing season. Generally, they’re more resistant to 
disease and adaptable to their environments. What a shame it would be if we 
lost any color or trait from theses older varieties that have been surviving all 
these years.  
 
 

THE POWER OF FOOTSTEPS 
 
 

 When I watch the many TV programs showing people in gyms working 
out, I think it is a shame that all that energy is lost and wasted. “At the London 
Olympics next year, people will run, walk and jump for gold as well as green 
power. Outside the stadium, 20 circular slabs will like underfoot, ready to capture 
the kinetic energy from bustling spectators. With each step, the recycled – 
rubber tiles will light up nearby LED lamps for 30 seconds. Millions of people are 
expected to pound the steps. The company that makes the tiles, PaveGen, has 
already fueled sidewalk advertising, lighting in an elementary school library, and 
a music festival.” 
         Melissa Mahony 
 
 

PARK NEWS 
 
 

 We had the pleasure of host another Natural Areas Management (NAM) 
and Environmental Endangered Lands (EEL) volunteer work day in January. We 
had a total of 66 hard working volunteers who help with mulching the back 
butterfly garden, lining the trail with logs, removing exotic plants and picking up 
trash. I was a very successful day.  
 Camp Manatee will be providing camp during spring break. Spring camp 
will take place at Greynolds Park at the Boathouse. We have a fun-filled week 
planned for the kids, which will including canoeing on the Oleta River, wading in 
the seagrass beds at Crandon and a visit to Biscayne National Park.  
 Exciting news, Arch Creek Park has been added to the list of locations to 
reintroduce Atala caterpillars. So hopefully in the coming months we will be 
receiving a delivery of caterpillars for our coonties to host.  
 On January 25th, 
we had a visitor swimming 
in the creek. Since the 
SFWMD gates are being 
left open currently, a 
patron and I got the 
opportunity to watch a 
young manatee swimming 
up the creek. It only got to 
the railroad bridge, before 
it freaked and swam back 
to the gate to get out. 
Nonetheless, it was an 
amazing sight to see. 
Since the gates have been 
open the creek has 
become tidal and seems to 
be encouraging life. I have 
on multiple occasions seen 
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large schools of mullet swimming around, barracuda, great blue herons, green 
herons, and white ibis hang around.  To keep up with the latest news, visit the 
Park’s blog at www.archcreek.wordpress.com.  
 

UPCOMING DATES – FEBRUARY – MARCH – APRIL 
 

ECO-ACTION DAYS  
Dates:  2nd Saturday of every month @ Arch Creek Park 
 3rd Saturday of every month @ Greynolds Park 
Time:  9:30am-12:30pm 
Connect with nature and get down and dirty at one of our monthly volunteer 
days!  Join our naturalists in restoring Arch Creek Park and its natural areas. 
Projects include removing weeds or invasive exotic vegetation, planting, 
mulching, and picking up garbage. Bring your work gloves and small hand tools. 
Wear closed-toed shoes. Sunscreen, long shirts/pants, water, hats, sunglasses 
are highly recommended.   
Fee:  FREE. Reservations are required.  
For more information, call Arch Creek at (305) 944-6111 or Greynolds at (305) 
948-2891. 
 

ARCH CREEK & GREYNOLDS PARK: CAMPFIRE PROGRAM 
Dates:  February 24, March 23 & April 27 
Time:  6:30-8:00pm 
Join our naturalists around the campfire for a night full of campfire games, 
stories and don’t forget marshmallow roasting.  
Fee:  $6.00/participant. Reservations are required. Call (305) 944-6111.  
  
CREATURES OF THE NIGHT HIKE 
Dates:  2nd Friday of every month  
Time:  6:30-8:00pm 
Come learn about the mysteries of the night and see what lurks around our park 
when the lights go out!  After a 30-minute Power Point presentation, our 
naturalists will take you on a night hike through the park in search of its 
nocturnal residents.  
Fee:  $6.00/participant. Reservations are required. Call (305) 948-2891.   
 

NIGHT HIKE 
Dates:  3rd Friday of every month  
Time:  6:30-8:00pm 
Venture into the beautiful Tropical Hardwood Hammock with a naturalist guide 
and discover the marvelous nocturnal life of the park at dusk. Experience the 
sights and sounds of eastern screech owls, raccoons, night time spiders and 
much more.  
Fee:  $6.00/participant. Reservations are required. Call (305) 944-6111.   
 

NATURE TRAIL WALKS 
Dates:  Saturdays & Sundays 
Time:  3:00pm – 4:00pm  
A naturalist guided tour through a tropical hardwood hammock where you will 
find an assortment of interesting plants and animals native to South Florida and 
learn about Arch Creek’s role in the early history of North Miami. 
Fee:   $3.00/participant. Reservations are required. Call (305) 944-6111. 
 

CAMP MANATEE – SPRING CAMP 
Date:  March 12th – March 16th 
Time:  Drop-off: 7:30am-9:30am / Pick-up: 4:00pm-6:00pm  
 Camp Hours: 9:30am-4:00pm 

http://www.archcreek.wordpress.com/
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Our spring session focuses on the season with Greynolds Park’s fantastic history 
and unique ecosystem as a backdrop for exploration and learning.  
Fee:  $100.00/week or $34.00/day, plus $12 annual registration fee.  
Call (305) 944-6111 or (305) 948-2891 for more information. 
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