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ARCH CREEK TRUST NEWS 
 

 Saturday was Florida Day at History Miami. Several of us visited the 
exhibit – Reflection Paintings of Florida 1856 – 1965, which ended on 
Sunday because included in the paintings was a piece by Louis Comfort 
Tiffany of Arch Creek Park. Thanks to the generosity of ACT member Pat 
Manfredi, we now have a copy of the book, so we can all share that and the 
other Florida paintings.  
 At our meeting this Saturday we need to make a decision about the re-
thatching of the museum chickee. We have received several estimates, since it 
is a re-thatch, a permit is not necessary.  
 If you came into that park and noticed plants in strange places, don‟t 
be surprised, a film company was doing some filming there. Come to our 
meeting and learn more about it.  
 The staff is looking for ways to the Arch Creek Trust can sponsor 
children for the park‟s summer camp programs. Fees for campers to attend are 
$100 per week or $34 per day, plus a $12 annual registration fee. Additional 
fees may apply for weekly field trips. Arch Creek‟s summer camp programs 
target children ages 6-16, with the two camps, Camp Manatee (ages 6-11) and 
Camp Kingfisher (ages 12-16). The two camps which are hosted at Greynolds 
Park accommodate approximately 60 children throughout the 10 weeks Miami-
Dade County Schools are on summer recess, which is June 13th – August 19th.  
 Have you renewed your membership for this year – 2011? The cost of 
mailing has increased but our membership fees are still only $15 per person or 
$25 per family. If you would like to receive information by email, please send 
the needed information, if it is not already in out records. 
 
DAIRY FARMER’S PROTEST 
 

 A couple of weeks ago I went to Publix for a gallon of milk, the 
price was $5.99. I did not buy it. My thought was, how much of that price 
goes to the dairy farmer who does all the work?  
“Between 1997 and 2007, an estimated 52,000 dairies went out of 
business. More than one thousand per state. The grocer‟s cases are flowing 
with milk pretenders, from cheese foods like Kraft Mac and Cheese to 
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yogurt drinks. They‟re made with MPO‟s or milk protein concentrates, an 
imported ingredient that‟s cheap to ship. (Probably from China?) Since 
1980, imports of MPO‟s have gone from $800 million to more than $5 
billion.  
 “Independent family farmers use less water, produce only enough 
manure to fertilize their own fields, and don‟t treat animals continuously 
with antibiotics like the “industrial dairies with more than 2,000 cows each, 
confined indoors, where epidemics are constants threat, so that the 
animals must be treated with daily doses of preventative medicines to stay 
healthy. Hospitals say that antibiotics don‟t work as they once did, because 
increasing amounts of bacteria are resistant.” 
 “While many businesses cut production or store their product when 
prices go down, dairy farmers must sell then milk is fresh and they must 
keep feeding and milking two times every day, for cows to stay healthy.” 
„When Gov. Walker of Wisconsin tried to balance the budget by cutting 
service workers and rural communities, a group called Family Farm 
Defenders drove 55 tractors into Madison to be greeted by a crowd of 
85,000 supporters. The Motorcade complained about the action of the 
governor, who was trying to cut benefits to state workers and health 
insurance for farmers in the effort to avoid taxing the fat cats that put him  
in office.” 
 “In 2009, Kraft Foods reported increased earnings were up 29% 
and Dean Foods reported a 39% rise in earnings. Dean Foods owns or sells 
at least 14 other brands, including Borden, Land O‟Lakes, Horizon Organics, 
and Silk Soymilk.”  
  The Progressive Populist – April 15. Margaret Ford McMillen 
 
 Here in Florida Senator Jim Norman introduced a bill which would make 
it a crime to document animal abuse and food safety issues at agricultural 
businesses. “The bill was specifically aimed at the thwarting animal rights 
groups from documenting animal abuse on such properties. A few months ago, 
when rancid conditions at Cal-Maine Foods, (which sell at Publix locations), 
were exposed more than a million hens were stuffed into cages so small that 
the birds had no room to move. Eggs were covered in blood and feces, and 
hens had broken legs. Dead Chickens were left to rot among the live egg-
producing hens. Senator Nelson was trying to punish those who expose the 
conditions instead of the agribusinesses that create them.  
 “In response to opposition from consumers across the country, 
lawmakers in Florida allowed Senate Bill 1246 to die in the House. This victory 
protects undercover investigation work in Florida that is crucial to revealing 
cruelty to animals on factory farms. A similar bill in Iowa and Minnesota would 
penalize those who report and expose cruelty to animals and put them at risk 
of being charged with misdemeanor or even a felony. These bills are a 
desperate attempt by agriculture industry giants to prevent consumers from 
learning the truth about how animals on factory farms suffer and die.” 
 Watching the “doctor” show, I learned that many of my salad dressings 
contain anti-freeze – propylene glycol. How about yours???? 

  
ROSEATE SPOONBILL 
 

 “Karen Dyer, steadying herself in a kayak by gripping the prop root 
of a red mangrove tree, raises her binoculars to peer into the canopy 
above.  She observes a pink head peeking out of a nest. She has been 
monitoring and banding roseate spoonbill chicks, part of a decade-long 
effort to protect the birds in Florida‟s Bay.” 
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 “More than 100 years ago hunters would have peered into this 
came canopy, searching for plumes the color of pink champagne, killing the 
birds to feed a craze for decoration ladies‟ hats. By 1937, in the Florida 
Keys, in the Tavernier area, Audubon wardens found only five nest left and 
those were on Bottle Key/” 
 “Conservation efforts helped in the two decades that followed, but 
then, in the early 1960‟s development in the Keys consumed 80% of the 
Mangroves where spoonbills forage. The species has since hung in here 
only in small pockets, and most of the population has shifted north.” 
 “An Everglades restoration plan has been decades in the making, it 
ultimately aims to fill in the southern portion of the C-111 waterways, more 
naturally distributing floodwaters over a board expanse of coastal wetlands. 
“Funding for restoration projects has fallen by more than half from a peak 
of $400 million a year,” says Megan Tinsley. “Delay is our worst enemy and 
then longer we wait to restore this ecosystem, the costlier it will be.” 
    Audubon – May/June 2011. Rene Ebersale 
 

MANGROVES 
  

 If you have ever participated in Baynanza Coastal Clean-up type 
activities among mangroves, you know how difficult it is to walk among 
them. There are three different types of mangroves in Florida – Red, Black 
and White. “Each has developed a way of surviving in salty, oxygen-
depleted soil, created from a soggy mix of sand, clay and detritus.” 
 “Mangroves flourish along tropical and subtropical shorelines and 
tidal estuaries. They grow in more than 120 countries and territories, from 
Indonesia, which has one-fifth of the planet‟s estimated 37 million 
remaining mangrove acres, to five acres in Nauru. The Bengal tiger‟s last 
stronghold is the biggest mangrove forest in the world.” 
 “This humble, hardy forest is the engine driving one of the world‟s 
rarest ecosystems while also ensuring the health and welfare of the 
offshore habitats. As acre of red mangroves can annually shed more than 
three tons of leaves – the foundation of the complex food web. The 
microorganisms are eaten by larger nematodes, worms and shrimp, which 
are eaten by fish, and then taken by wading birds, ospreys and pelicans. 
Additionally the roots support oysters, barnacles and crabs and habitat for 
fish.” 
 “While mangroves here are on a growth spurt, worldwide, they‟re 
under siege- enduring loss rates equal to or exceeding those of the 
rainforests. More than one-third of the planet‟s mangroves have been 
destroyed in the past 30 years, felled and filled to shrimp farms and rice 
paddies, marinas and seaside golf resorts, exclusive waterfront 
communities and coastal highways. Every year an estimated 250,000 acres 
of mangroves forest – equal in area to Hong Kong – vanish; in 2006 
experts grimly predicted that the ecosystem could disappear within a 
century.” 
 “Not only will that scenario devastate fisheries and wildlife, and ruin 
reefs and seagrass beds, it might squander any hopes of environmental 
salvation. If impending sea-level-rise predictions due to global warming 
hold true, many mangroves will be lost and with them their ability to 
sequester carbon.” “If you had to pick a plant community we knew to hold 
carbon in large amounts, it would be mangroves. Mangroves are a drop-
dead, 100% guarantee,” according to U.S.G.S. Ecologist Thomas J. Smith 
III. 
    Audubon – May/June 2011. Christopher Cox 



 4 

PARK NEWS 
 

 Monday, May 16th The USA network TV series – Burn Notice filmed 
along Arch Creek‟s roadway for the upcoming season (Season 5). The 
episode will be the 6th episode to air titled - Enemy of My Enemy. It was a 
long day but exciting none the less. A lot of the crew live locally and were 
unfamiliar with the park and were very interested in learning about the 
history. A few have planned to come back and visit with their families. So 
not only did we make some revenue to help support the park but we 
gained a few more patrons. The funds collected from the filming were split 
between the park and the Trust in hopes to aid with the scholarship 
program for the summer camp children.  
 Summer Camp registration is now open. Space is limited, so don‟t wait 
until the last minute to register your camper(s). Summer Camp will be held at 
Greynolds Park.  
 Please visit the Park‟s blog page for frequent updates. You can access 
the blog page at www.archcreek.wordpress.com.  

 
UPCOMING DATES – June – July - August 

Camp Manatee - Ages: 6 - 11 years 
Dates: June 13th – August 19th  
Times: Camp – 9:30am – 3:30pm  
Drop-off – 7:30am – 9:30am and Pick-up – 3:30pm – 6:00pm  
Boys and girls will have fun exploring the South Florida environment through a 
variety of fun and exciting activities in a safe park environment ranging from 
nature hikes on wooded trails, canoeing (10 years & older), swimming 
(guarded pools), playing interactive nature games, arts and crafts, field trips to 
local park preserves, Zoo Miami, Monkey Jungle, Crandon Park and more. 
Hands-on nature studies focusing on various environmental themes change 
weekly. Campers will enjoy their camp experience as they develop a special 
awareness and appreciation for nature and make new friends. 
Location: Greynolds Park - Boathouse. (17530 West Dixie Hwy) 
Fee: $100 per session or $34 per day 
Plus $12 annual registration fee (Additional fees for fieldtrip) 
Camp Kingfisher – Ages: 12 - 16 years 
Dates: June 13th – August 19th  
Times: Camp – 9:30am – 3:30pm  
Drop-off – 7:30am – 9:30am and Pick-up – 3:30pm – 6:00pm  
Camp Kingfisher offers unique adventures to teens 12-16 years who are 
enthusiastic about being in the natural world and want to explore nature 
through a variety of fun outdoor activities such as canoeing, paddle boarding, 
snorkeling, swamp tromps, overnight camp-outs and citizen science projects 
designed to help care for the environment. Fieldtrips range from the Northern 
Everglades to the upper Florida Keys and may require additional costs. 
Participants must be able to pass a mandatory swim test.   
Location: Greynolds Park - Boathouse. (17530 West Dixie Hwy) 
Fee: $100 per session or $34 per day 
Plus $12 annual registration fee (Additional fees for fieldtrip) 
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