
 1 

    Arch Creek Trust  Contact Numbers    
 A NOT FOR PROFIT CORPORATION Information: Carol (305) 681-6319 
 1855 NE 135th Street    Membership: Amy (305) 935-4364 
 North Miami, FL 33181      E-mail: archcreek@yahoo.com 

 Ph: 305-944-6111 Website: 
   www.arch-creek-trust.webs.com   
 

 

FALL EDITION 2012 
 

ARCH CREEK TRUST NEWS 
 

 Welcome back everyone after a long hot summer. We‟ve already held our September 
meeting with a recap of last summer‟s events and I hope you‟ve recharged your batteries 
for the great weather we have coming up during Fall and Winter. Even with the summer 
recess a lot goes on. Our Park staff Aimee runs a successful summer camp for kids at 
nearby Greynolds and despite the fact that Arch Creek Park slows down a bit, the rains 
allow the park to renourish itself and for the canopy to fill out a bit. Two needed speed 
bumps were installed near the park‟s office during the summer. Unfortunately, they were 
not well constructed and rather brutal on cars. Thankfully, this problem was taken care of 
and the speed bumps are now doing their job without scraping and screeching. Tropical 
storm Isaac came through in August but thankfully, no damages were reported at the 
park.  
 
There were some regrettable losses over the 
summer that are worth taking time to note. A 
few miles south of us in South Miami, the 
founder of the Van Smith Nature Preserve, 
Garret Van Smith passed away from cancer. 
Garret had had the vision of convincing the 
city of South Miami to purchase his family‟s 
wooded tract rather than selling out for 
development. The property had formerly been 
a pine rockland hammock. The Van Smith‟s 
purchased the land in the 1940s taking care 
not to disturb the property‟s mature trees and 
understory while building a long narrow brick 
house. The house they built was well adapted 
to local climate conditions by incorporating a 
breezeway and screened porch areas. 
Gaining the ear of South Miami‟s politicians, 
Garret lobbied to have his property purchased 
and turned into a natural preserve. He was 
allowed to live on the property as its 
caretaker/custodian. A year ago, I took a 
group of Arch Creekers and friends to visit the 
property. There was a light rain that day but 
that didn‟t stop us from enjoying the 
experience. Garret was there to help guide us 
through the trails, identify plants, spin tales 
and tell some jokes (quite a few were quite 
colorful). He made an impact on most 
everyone that met him. Quirky and cooky at 
times, Garret had an innate sensitivity, respect 
and love for nature and history. He wouldn‟t 
think twice to call (day or night!) to let me 
know of something that he was concerned 
about or on his mind. He always had unusual ideas on how to accomplish things. Humor 
was his trademark. Garret might not be remembered on the scale of a David Fairchild, 
Charles Torrey Simpson or Marjory Stoneman Douglas but in my mind, he was right up 
there with the best of those giants. There‟s a small nature preserve now in existence due 
to Garret. He educated anyone willing ear on the value of indigenous trees, plants and 

 

Van Smith Natural Preserve 

 
Memorial celebration for Garret Van Smith 
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Mark Your Calendars: 
 

Our upcoming meetings 
will be Saturday, October 
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2012 at 10:00am. 
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$500 Life Member 
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mailto:archcreek@yahoo.com
http://www.arch-creek-trust.webs.com/


 2 

animals. So a sincere thank you to you, Garret Van Smith and a safe Spirit Journey in 
your next chapter. 
 
Another loss over the summer was a native rock (oolitic limestone) house near South 
Miami on Snapper Creek Drive. It was demolished in early September due to the shear 
apathy and disinterest of local government. The owner had tried to literally give away the 
house and grove on which it stood to the City of South Miami and to Miami-Dade County. 
That‟s right, a free gift of land and house. Her only condition was that the property be 
turned into a park and be named after her deceased son. Neither city nor county took her 
up on the offer. Although the house met the benchmarks for historic designation by age, 
design and unusual construction it had not been designated. A last ditch effort by local 
neighbors imploring the County to offer historic designation to the property fell short as 
the owner, out of frustration and desperation of no longer being able to hold on to the 
property had the house demolished for sale as a clear lot. A sad case indeed to see a 
remaining vestige of old South Florida needlessly destroyed. How disappointing it is to 
see that neither local municipal nor county officials could see the value in a property that 
offered so many possibilities under both historic and green space qualifiers.  
 
Closer to home here in North Miami, we lost a bit of our own history this summer with the 
destruction by fire of the former Bottle Cap Inn on NW 119th Street. The place had been 
a happening lounge, bar and restaurant during the 1940s, 50s and 60s. Fire had 
damaged the Bottle Cap more than once. The Inn had been in decay and neglect for 
many, many years. In the late 1990s a historian friend and I visited the location. We were 
able to enter easily through its unlocked front door. Even then the place had a strong 
smell of fire, soot and dampness, but what I remember most is that it was an almost 
magical visit. As soon as we‟d entered the darkness hundreds (if not thousands) of 
twinkling lights shined across the room. The twinkling was caused by sunlight filtering in 
through the crack in the door … bouncing off walls, stools, bar (almost every inch of the 
place), all heavily encrusted with bottle caps. It was a vision I‟ll not forget (and that was 
after the place had been derelict for years!) The Bottle Cap Inn had seen decades of life 
through various owners, serving food and drink to servicemen stationed nearby during 
WW II. Generations of families also may have been able to recall the Bottle Cap as a 
popular Italian restaurant in the post war period. As with so many Miami corners with 
stories to tell, the Inn fell into slow disrepair. In its latest incarnation, it was the 
abandoned half of a storefront Haitian church. The church was located in what had been 
the ex liquor store of the Bottle Cap Inn. Ah, yes, only in Miami! The sad part about it, in 
my view, is that this last final death blow to the Inn went almost completely unnoticed. 
The Inn disappeared without a peep and no attention. No mourners left … it would seem 
… to lament a place that had once merited television coverage, tourists and even a write 
up in Ripley‟s „Believe-It-or-Not‟ column. Sad. 
 
On to the happier side of news:  
Last July we received a thank you letter from Joy Klein of Miami-Dade County‟s 
Environmental Resources Management (ex DERM) – Water Resources & Education 
Division for the TRUST‟s donation of six paradise tree seedlings (left overs from our last 
plant sale). The trees “will be planted in the future in a public area to help enhance the 
tree canopy of Miami-Dade County.” 
TRUST board member Burnham Neill made it back for our September board meeting 
after being out of commission for several months. Welcome back amigo! TRUST board 
member and special advisor Carol Helene was also under the weather for a spell during 
the summer. She‟s recuperated and as involved as ever with plants, local issues and 
Arch Creek Park. Carol, thank you for lending an ear and advice … even when you 
weren‟t feeling your very best. 
 
Also during September‟s board meeting, Aimee introduced new Arch Creek Park staffer, 
Rene Gonzalez. Rene has been a great support to the park and to Aimee … we are glad 
and fortunate to have him join the Arch Creek family. 
 
A new „state-of-the-art‟ bus bench has been installed in front of park on NE 135th Street 
near Biscayne Boulevard. This was done after Arch Creek dynamo Rosey Frattino Voyce 
“voiced‟ the need for a new bus bench at a recent meeting with District 2 County 
Commissioner, Jean Monestime. Way to go Rosey, the bus waiting area looks great! 
 

 

Coral Rock House being demolished 
(September, 2012) 

 

Coral Rock House on Snapper Creek 
Drive 

 

Bottle Cap Inn destroyed by fire 
(Summer, 2012) 

 

The Bottle Cap Inn in happier days 
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Through the summer Arch Creek Trust volunteers assisted in manning and maintaining 
the park while the park was short staffed. These dedicated individuals took time away 
from their days to help support the park. They deserve not only our deep gratitude but 
recognition and praise for providing support during a time of need. How many parks in 
Miami-Dade actually have a group of citizen supporters who step up to the plate in times 
of budget shortfalls and service cuts? 
I received a message from the Greater North Miami Historic Society of their wish to work 
with the TRUST in organizing a Holiday Party at Arch Creek Park on Saturday, 
December 15th. As we have yet to officially re-inaugurate/re-dedicate the park‟s Large 
Chickee (after repairs earlier this year) … the Holiday Party will be a great opportunity for 
us to combine celebrations. We should look forward to having holiday cheer with good 
friends and allies here at our park and at our newly refurbished chickee. 
 
I‟d like ask all TRUST board members to think about how we should commemorate the 
park‟s benchmark anniversaries coming up in 2013. Put your thinking caps on and let‟s 
brain storm about how best to celebrate our 40th year of acquisition by the State of 
Florida and 30th year of existence as a park. Should we throw a party, picnic, hold 
lectures, have a festival? Should we have a series of „mini‟ events or perhaps organize 
one significant event? Please bring your idea(s) to the table and let‟s not ignore our own 
park‟s beginnings. The time is now to plan for it. 
 
And finally, Jim King of Miami-Dade‟s Park & Recreation Department has retired from 
several decades of service to the park system. Jim has been a leading supporter, 
guardian, custodian and „best friend‟ of Arch Creek Park and its historic, archaeological 
and environmental resources. It goes without saying that the park would not be what it is 
today without his keen interest and service. In honor of Jim‟s dedication and support we 
will be having a luncheon for him immediately after our next scheduled board meeting 
(this Saturday, October 20th). Restaurant alternatives will be considered during the 
meeting. Please consider honoring Jim with your attendance at the luncheon. We owe 
him our sincerest heart-felt gratitude for helping maintain Arch Creek Park on the minds 
of decision makers and planners. 

Rick A. Ferrer, President 
 

SUNSHINE STATE  
 

 According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the 
population of Florida is expected to double in the next 50 years, turning 7 million 
acres of land (about the size of Vermont) from “rural and natural to urban uses.” 

 The first American woman in space, Sally ride, died of pancreatic cancer at the 
age of 60. She answered a newspaper ad for astronauts in 1978, and flew on the 
shuttle Challenger in 1983 and 1984. Over a quarter million people witnessed the 
launch from Cape Canaveral, many wearing T-shirts that read, “Ride Sally Ride” 
(from the song „Mustang Sally‟). 

 Gaby Chediak, 9, and brother Gilbert, 12, from Pembroke Pines, Florida, are 
both recipients of liver transplants. The brother and sister team just competed 
with over 2500 other athletes in the “Transplant Games of America.” There are 
over 3700 patients on the transplant lists in Florida and over 114,000 nationwide. 
Eighteen people die every day waiting for an organ transplant.  

 As of July 2012, Florida leads the list for having the most concealed weapons 
permits than any other state in the United States. Pennsylvania is number two, 
with 100,000 less permits than Florida. How many concealed weapons permits 
does Florida have? 887,000. Make sure you practice courtesy in times of anger, 
distress or annoyance!  

 The Partnership for a New American Economy found that 19.4% of Florida‟s 
population are immigrants. What percentage of immigrants are business owners? 
29.7% 

(R. Ferrer - From various sources) 
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A FUTILE FIGHT – NMB COUNCIL APPROVES 10-STORIES  
ADJACENT TO GREYNOLDS PARK 

 
In May 2012, I learned that developer Braha-Dixie had come before the North Miami 
Beach City Council, proposing to build a 10-story (135ft high) hotel/office complex on 
West Dixie Highway, just south of the entrance to Greynolds Park. Several years ago a 
similar plan was proposed for an 
office complex and after a 
lawsuit was filed the proposal 
was squelched (Arch Creek 
Trust assisted in a portion of the 
financing). This time, we learned 
that the developer had already 
gotten approval on its first 
reading, unanimously. This 
second reading was critical. 
While only 5 people from the 
public showed up for the 
hearing, the NMB Council 
showed concern and decided to 
table the decision to approve a 
zoning change to B2 which 
would allow this 10-story 
complex. Members of the community, including Arch Creek Trust, were notified of the 
situation and plans were made to appear at the next hearing, 2 weeks later. There was a 
good turnout of ACT members and others for the June 2012 reading, but we were turned 
away, after learning that the developer had asked for a postponement. So we waited 
through the summer, diligently watching the sign on the property. We held a strategy 
meeting at Arch Creek Park in July and waited some more. On Thursday August 30 a 
notice suddenly appeared, for a hearing on the following Tuesday! An emergency 
meeting was held on Sept 2 to plan what points needed to be made at the Council 
meeting for Sept 4th. ACT members attended.  
 
On Tuesday, Sept 4th, 9 people, including myself, presented various arguments to the 
Council about the impact this 10-story project would have on Greynolds Park, traffic in 
the area, and how the project is out of scale with all the surrounding developments. At 
times, the mayor badgered our lawyer and one of our allies, who was giving a 
presentation showing the scale of the proposed building and comparing it to other area 
hotels that are only 5 to 7 stories tall.  
 
After 90 minutes of discussion, and argument by attorneys on both sides, the NMB 
Council unanimously voted in favor of changing the zoning to B2, which allows up 
to 15 stories. They claim that a covenant would restrict the height to 10 stories. Braha-
Dixie and Hyatt Hotel have 9 months to complete applications to get this project started, 
or the zoning reverts back to its original CF and RF.  
 
The most disappointing part of this entire action was that most of the Council members 
were already in favor of the project, claiming it will save their city‟s budget. No regard for 
impact on neighbors, parks or traffic were shown. A done-deal some would say.  
While some said this was a waste of our time, I feel that the effort had to be made. We 
did postpone the decision and put the NMB Council members on edge for a time. And 
should a similar issue come up again, I would be there, once more, to fight it. Of several 
development battles I have fought over the last 20 years, this is the first where we did 
NOT win.  Never quit, never give in.  

 
Amy Werba, Arch Creek Trust- Treasurer 

Friends of Oleta River- President  

 

RELEASE OF THE LILIOCERIS CHENI BEETLE 
  

About a dozen youngsters released 200 beetles at the Long Key Nature Center in Davie 
to start a biocontrol program that will be used statewide to get of the rid of the air potato 
vine. “Not only is it not using chemicals, it‟s also sustainable. You‟re releasing something 
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that will be there forever, always controlling 
the plant” according to Dr. Trevor Smith, 
director of biocontrol at the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and consumer 
Services. 
 
The beetles were brought from China in 
2005. It took seven years before they were 
able to release them publically. Dr. Smith 
said that researchers travel back to where 
the invasive plant or insect came from and “find something that eats it or something that‟s 
keeping it under control in its native habitat.” Broward Park officials estimated it costs 
about $8000 a year to remove this vine from an acre.  

    From Sun Sentinel Newspaper  
 

OLD DAMS IN NEW ENGLAND 
 
“Northeastern rivers are among the most obstructed in the United States, with an average 
of seven dams for every 100 miles of river. Many of these dams are simply left over from 
long-gone gristmills-no longer needed but still impeding the movement of migratory 
species such as Atlantic Salmon. Looking at maps of the thousands of dams that could 
be removed or retrofitted with fish ladders “makes your head spin,” says Conservancy‟s 
Sally Harold, who works in the 5,000-dam-strong Connecticut River Watershed. Now, 
Conservancy scientists have developed a tool to help: the Northeast Aquatic Connectivity 
Project. The project‟s report, which is available online, analyzes 14,000 dams from Maine 
to Virginia and rates how their removal would benefit fish passage and river connectivity.”  

From Nature.org 
 

THE STATE’S WATERWAYS, SPRINGS & NATURAL AREAS 
 

“Growing weary of watching the State‟s natural resources deteriorate, a grassroots 
alliance led by former Senator Bob Graham is building momentum to save what is left of 
the state‟s waterways, springs and natural areas.” 
 
“Strong environmental conservation began with Gov. Martinez with Preservation 2000, 
and then later with Florida Forever,” said Pegeen Hanrahan, P.E., principal of Community 
and Conservation Solutions LLC and a spokesperson for Florida‟s Water and Land 
Legacy campaign.  
 
“Less government, cut taxes, less regulation – all in the name of jobs. They (the current 
legislature) have done some real damage. And when Florida Forever went unfunded 
again, that was the final slam-dunk,” said Estus Whitfield, a Florida Conservation 
Coalition charter member and former principal environmental advisor to five Florida 
governors. 
 
Florida sixth worst for power plant pollution. Those power plants emit about 16.7 million 
pounds of MATS contaminants into Florida air. A single coal-burning power plant, 
Progress Energy‟s Crystal River Plant contributed more than 4.8 million pounds of air 
pollutants in 2010, a quarter of all Florida‟s air emissions from power plants. 
 
Most Florida electrical utility generating plants are converting to natural gas as a fuel, 
producing far fewer MATS emissions. The substantial reliance on natural gas and nuclear 
power is one reason for the highly skewed air emissions contributions.  
 
Florida will receive three grants from Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation 
Fund. Their intent is to support conservation planning and acquisition of vital habitat for 
threatened and endangered fish, wildlife and plants. The Florida scrub jay, eastern indigo 
snake, sand skink, blue tailed moleskin skink and other dry scrub species living along the 
Florida ridge are the focus of this conservation effort.  
 
Audubon Florida challenged three permits that allow three farms within the Everglades 
Agricultural Area to release polluted water into the Everglades. Audubon said the permits 
allow the farms to violate Florida state law. The permits are part of a group approved by 
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the South Florida Water Management District. No requirements for additional on-farm 
cleanup were included as part of the permits. They cited state law requiring farms to 
engage in phosphorous-reducing practices before discharging polluted water into district 
canals.  
 
“The permits in question were issued to U.S. Sugar Corp., Sugar Cane Growers 
Cooperative of Florida and Sugar Farms Coop. We just want them to take their dirty 
water and put it in the new cleanup treatment areas,” said Eric Draper, executive director 
of Audubon Florida.  

Taken from Florida Specifier Newsletter 
 

ANTIBIOTIC USE IN LIVESTOCK 
 

“A federal court has ruled that the Food and Drug Administration must take action to 
address the widespread overuse of antibiotics by the livestock industry, a practice that 
has been linked to the rise of drug-resistant bacteria that can infect people and cause 
potentially fatal illness. This is a major victory for a coalition of advocacy groups like the 
National Resources Defense Council. They brought suit against the FDA after the agency 
stonewalled on the issue for decades, helping to fuel a growing health crisis.”  

 
Infections from drug-resistant bacteria are estimated to cost Americans a staggering $26 
billion per year, not to mention the toll they take on our health and our lives. More 
shocking is where some of these so-called superbugs are increasingly turning up : in the 
meat on our dinner tables. Roughly, 70% of antibiotics used in the United States are 
given to healthy livestock. Mixed into the food or water of cattle, chickens and other 
animals, these drugs are given not to fight disease but to counter the effects of 
unhygienic living conditions and to foster rapid growth.  

 
For more than 30 years the FDA has known about these rules, yet the agency, bowing to 
the pressure from Agribusiness and Big Pharma, has done almost nothing to stop it. The 
agribusiness lobby, meanwhile, has been relentless in its use of scare tactics, saying that 
food prices will rise if antibiotics us is regulated-an assertion in direct contrast to what 
happened in other countries such as Denmark, where antibiotics use have already been 
restricted. Attorney Avinach Kar stated, “It‟s time for the FDA to start protection the 
American people instead of the powerful special interests.” 

From NRDC Newsletter 
 

CORN-BASED ETHANOL 
 

Were you frequently disappointed this summer by the shortage of ears of corn on your 
grocer‟s shelves? The many areas of drought “fried” many corn stalks in the field. So why 
are we using good corn-based grain ethanol for fuel? It requires huge inputs of fossil 
fuels to plant, harvest, fertilize, spray with pesticides, ferment, and transport. Factor in the 
unintended consequences of rainforests being burned down around the world to clear 
land to grow more corn for ethanol and the whole project withers. Cellulosis ethanol, 
which can be made from the waste fibers of an plants or even from manure, is far 
consumes a third of all corn grown in the United States.  

From Sierra Sept/Oct 2010 

 

PARK NEWS 
 

The EcoAdventures is happy to welcome Rene to the staff at the park and sad to see Jim 
King retire after 40 years. We had a very successful summer with a total of 537 campers 
in attendance throughout the 10 weeks. Thanks to the Arch Creek Trust‟s generous 
donation of $500, we were able to aid 5 families with financial assistance for camp tuition. 
Since June, We have reintroduced approximately 600 Atala caterpillars to the park. On 
September 29

th
, the park hosted 28 volunteers who participated in 12

th
 annual National 

Public Lands Day event. Volunteers worked on multiple projects throughout the park. It 
was great to see the Trust President, Rick Ferrer, helping out with the removal of the 
invasive exotic Tuberous Sword Fern. The Ghost Tours are back by popular demand for 
the month of October. We have been receiving quite a few inquiries from local school 
about field trip opportunities at the park.  
To keep up with the latest news, visit the Park‟s blog at www.archcreek.wordpress.com.  

http://www.archcreek.wordpress.com/
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UPCOMING DATES – OCTOBER – NOVEMBER  - DECEMBER 
 

ARCH CREEK PARK: GHOST TOUR 
Dates: October 12, 20, 26, 31 & Nov 2 
Time: 7:30pm-9:00pm 
Have a ghostly encounter this Halloween at Arch Creek Park – one of Miami‟s best-kept 
secrets! This naturalist guided tour takes you on a journey through the past, detailing 
historical accounts dating back to the late 1800‟s to the modern-day sightings.  
Fee: $6/participants. Reservations are required. Call (305) 944-6111 for more 
information. Meet at the Arch Creek Museum & Nature Center. 
 
ECO-ACTION DAYS @ ARCH CREEK PARK 
Dates: 2nd Saturday of every month (October 13, November 10, December 8) 
Time: 9:30am-12:30pm 
Connect with nature and get down and dirty at one of our monthly volunteer days!  Join 
our naturalists in restoring Arch Creek Park and its natural areas. Projects include 
removing weeds or invasive exotic vegetation, planting, mulching, and picking up 
garbage. Bring your work gloves and small hand tools. Wear closed-toed shoes. 
Sunscreen, long shirts/pants, water, hats, sunglasses are highly recommended.   
Fee: FREE. Reservations are required. Call (305) 944-6111 for more information. 
Projects and work locations subject to change. Recommended for all ages!  
Meet at the Arch Creek Museum & Nature Center. 
 
ARCH CREEK PARK CAMPFIRE PROGRAM 
Dates: 4th Friday of every month (November 23, December 28) 
Time: 7:00-8:00pm 
Ease the stress of your workweek with our classic campfire program. Join our naturalists 
around the campfire for a night full of campfire games, stories and don‟t forget 
marshmallow roasting. Only offered November through April)  
Fee: $6.00/participant. Reservations are required. Call (305) 944-6111.   
Meet at the Arch Creek Museum & Nature Center. 
 
ARCH CREEK PARK: NIGHT HIKE 
Dates: 3rd Friday of every month (Starting November 16, December 21)  
Time: 7:00-8:00pm 
Venture into the beautiful Tropical Hardwood Hammock with a naturalist guide and 
discover the marvelous nocturnal life of the park at dusk. Experience the sights and 
sounds of eastern screech owls, raccoons, night time spiders and much more.  
Fee: $6.00/participant. Reservations are required. Call (305) 944-6111.   
Meet at the Arch Creek Museum & Nature Center. 
 
ARCH CREEK PARK:  OLETA RIVER CANOE TOUR 
Dates: 2nd Sunday of every month (October 14, November 11, December 9  
 4th Saturday of every month (October 27, November 24, December 22) 
Time: 10:00am - 12:30pm 
The beauty of the Oleta River has drawn man to its shore for centuries. As early as 500 
B.C., the river was home to Tequesta Indians who camped along its shore and was part 
of the route used by Federal troops in the 2nd Seminole War to travel south from 
Loxahatchee. The river linked the Seminole Indians living in the Everglades to Biscayne 
Bay. Relive the river's historic past with park naturalists as you explore this natural haven 
for wading birds, osprey, fish and the endangered West Indian Manatee.   
Fee: $28/Adult, Child (ages: 7-14). Reservations are required. Call (305) 365-3018.  
Meet at East Greynolds Park, 16700 Biscayne Blvd, North Miami Beach 
 
ARCH CREEK PARK:  NATURE TRAIL WALKS 
Dates: Saturdays & Sundays 
Time: 3:00pm – 4:00pm  
Join us on this naturalist guided tour through a tropical hardwood hammock where you 
will find an assortment of interesting plants and animals native to South Florida and come 
learn about Arch Creek‟s role in the early history of North Miami. 
Fee:  $3.00/participant. Reservations are required. Call (305) 944-6111.  
Meet at the Arch Creek Museum & Nature Center. 
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CAMP MANATEE - WINTER CAMP 
Dates: Session 1: December 24-26 & Session 2: December 31-January 4 
Time:  Drop-Off: 7:30am-9:30am  
 Camp Hours: 9:30am-3:30pm  
 Pick-Up: 3:30pm-6:00pm 
Ages: 6 -14  
Fees: $100 per session or $34 per day 
Plus $11 transportation fee & $12 annual registration fee 
Camp Manatee is a nature-based specialty camp that teaches youth about the wonders 
of the environment through interactive games, activities, crafts, and field trips.  Our winter 
session focuses on the season with Arch Creek‟s fantastic history and unique ecosystem 
as a backdrop for exploration and learning.  Early drop-off (7:30am-8:30am) and late 
pick-up (5:00pm-6:00pm) is available for an additional fee of $10 per session. Winter 
Camp will be held at Arch Creek Park. Call (305) 944-6111 or (305) 948-2891 for more 
information. 

Arch Creek Trust, Inc. 
1855 N.E. 135th Street 
North Miami, FL 33181 


