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ARCH CREEK TRUST NEWS 
 

 The next meeting will be held at Arch Creek Park on Saturday, 
October 15th, at 10am. Please bring some new ideas and goals to discuss 
with the group. We need to work on ideas for new membership drives, 
activities and fundraising.  I hope to see you all there and maybe even 
some new faces. 
  

“Treat the earth well: it was not given to you by your parents, it was 
loaned to you by your children. We do not inherit the Earth from our 

Ancestors, we borrow it from our Children.”  
– Ancient American Indian Proverb 

 

PERIODIC TABLE: LEAD (PB)  
 

 Were you aware that years ago, people who had money had plates 
made of pewter? Food with a high acid content caused some of the lead 
to leach into the food causing lead poisoning deaths. This happened most 
often with tomatoes, so for the next 400 years or so, tomatoes were 
considered poisonous. 
 Lead as known to ancient Egyptians and Babylonians, and was 
used by the Romans for making water-pipes. It is durable, resistant to 
corrosion, and a poor conductor of electricity. It has been used in roofing, 
ammunition, damping sound and vibration, storage batteries, cable 
sheathing, and shielding radioactive material. Lead compounds have been 
used in crystal glass, as an antiknock agent in petrol, and were formerly 
used extensively in paints.  
 My mother always kept a pail under the kitchen sink. In the 
morning she would let the water run into the pail and then use that water 
to water her plants. If you receive water from the city of North Miami 
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Mark Your Calendars: 
Our next meeting will be 
Saturday, October 15th, 
2011 at 10:00am. 
 
 
 
Membership Renewal: 
$15 Individual 
$25 Family (2+ at same address) 

$300 Life 

http://www.arch-creek-natural-bridge.webs.com/
mailto:archcreek@yahoo.com
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Beach, at the top of Water Quality Report for 2010, the heading is LEAD. 
It goes on to say “If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious 
health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead 
in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated 
with service lines and home plumbing. When your water has been sitting 
for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by 
flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for 
drinking or cooking. The hotline number is 1-800-424-LEAD. 
 For the past several years there have been problems with children’s 
toys and jewelry, especially from China. The Consumer Product Safety 
Commission announced a new total lead content limit that went into effect 
on August 14 for manufacturers, importers, retailers and distributors of 
children’s products. On August 5th, Olinda Park, used for picnics and play 
for decades was closed for a clean-up. Bulldozers will scrape away the top 
two feet of lead-contaminated soil and replace it with clean fill and grass. 
 Since lead has been used widely for centuries, the effects are 
worldwide. Lead is one of the largest environmental medical problems in 
terms of numbers of people exposed and the public health toll it has 
taken. 
 
ENDANGERED WILDLIFE 
 

 Lead, one of the leading causes of toxicity in waterfowl, has been 
known to cause die-off of wild bird populations. When hunters use lead 
shot, waterfowl such as ducks can ingest the spent pellets later and be 
poisoned; predators that eat these birds are also at risk. Lead shot has 
been banned for hunting waterfowl in several countries including the U.S. 
 The critically endangered California Condor has also been affected 
by lead poisoning. As scavengers, condors eat carcasses of game that 
have been shot but not retrieved and with them the fragments from lead 
bullets. Thus increasing the lead levels. To area designated as the 
California Condor’s range, the use of projectiles containing has been 
banned to hunt deer, wild pig , elk, pronghorn antelope and the non-
game wildlife. Some conservation programs routinely capture condors to 
check their lead levels and treat cases of poisoning. 
    Audubon Magazine article by Ted Williams 
 
  

BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE 
 

 Locally, the National Park Service is currently soliciting comments 
on a proposed Hunting Management Plan for the Addition Lands of the Big 
Cypress National Preserve. There were recent meetings in both Broward 
county and Collier County. The South Florida Wildlands Assoc. strongly 
supports no hunting in the Addition. “This will provide protection for the 
Florida Panther and its natural food supply, conserve the natural ecology 
of the area, and allow continued year round enjoyment of these very 
unique lands by the general public. Under this alternative, extensive 
hunting opportunities would continue to be available in 582,000 acres of 
the original preserve.” 
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 “Since 2001, the deer population has undergone a steady and 
significant decline. In Zone 4, 393 deer were counted in 2001 during a 
summer survey in Zone 4. Only 4 deer were deen during the spring count 
in 2001 survey. If hunting is allowed in the Addition Lands, it will likely 
lead to impacts to the Florida panther, indigo snakes, fox squirrel and 
Florida black bears. This is your land and your National Park Service, 
states Matt Schwarts, the Executive Director of South Florida Wildlands 
Assoc. His contact address is P.O. Box 30211, Ft. Lauderdale, Fl. 33303.  
 
 

CREATING DESERTS IN THE MIDWEST 
  

 “Food crisis? The U.S. is clueless. We depend on imports to keep us 
going and the multinational corporations have made sure the imports 
keep on flowing. But meanwhile, we’re creating deserts in the Midwest. 
The commodity story has been all about corn. Corn prices have soared, 
due partly to demand from ethanol producers fighting with food producers 
and partly to the shenanigans of traders. 
 Corn, as it turns out is used in almost any kind of food, from 
livestock to humans. It’s been used in abundance in factory food, making 
soda pop cheap and our kids fat. Landowners are offered three times the 
rent for pasture if they’ll allow the grass to be killed with Roundup, then 
planted with RoundupReady corn. Trees are torn up by their roots and 
burned, ponds filled in, and corn planted where last year there were 
cattle. 
 The first step in creating a desert is to loosen the topsoil, which 
contains organic matter that holds moisture. As long as it was in 
permanent pasture, conservation land, or hay, roots or grass and weed 
held it in place, stopping the soil’s inevitable roll downhill to the ditches. 
Once the grass was killed, the erosion started, bye bye topsoil.” With little 
rain the extreme heat, the monoculture corn shriveled before it 
developed. “Fields that hadn’t been farmed so long, that had been 
pasture, the plants looked very stressed but they didn’t die.” 
 “Centuries of topsoil creation, going back to the Ice Ages, has been 
partially saved by pasture. Compared to monoculture crops, pasture has 
saved a lot of topsoil and organic matter for the future. The old 
monoculture is already a desert, that with water and chemicals, can grow 
corn again and it will be used that way until somebody pays to convert it 
to housing, or bring in new topsoil and build a golf course to hide the 
damage.” 
 So, Where does our food come from? Easy to answer, say the 
multinationals: It can come from new ground appropriated from new 
continents, which is the model we depend on today as we move our 
agriculture into eastern Europe, South America and other lands where 
peasants have kept their topsoil more or less intact. And who will get the 
food in the future? Those who can pay the price, of course.” 
  Progressive Populist Magazine by Margot Ford McMillen 
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MONSANTO LOBBYIST AS THE FDA’S SAFETY CZAR? 
 

 While factory farm operators are getting away with serious food 
violations, raw milk dairy farmers and distributors across the country have 
been subjected to armed raids and hauled away in handcuffs. The Food 
and Drug Administration is running sting operations as part of a 
crackdown on unpasteurized milk. The person responsible for prioritizing 
armed raids on small dairies is a former Monsanto attorney and chief 
super lobbyist, Michael Turner. When industrial agribusiness sickens 
thousands of people, it’s absurd for the FDA to target Amish farmers 
producing fresh milk, much less to engage in “guns drawn” enforcement 
raids.” Altered Genetically modified (GMO) food is found from Maine to 
Mexico. Monsanto and other transnational corporations are trying to 
control seeds, land, water and other key resources. That kind of corporate 
control is the single biggest threat to small farmers around the world. An 
article in a recent Family Circle magazine stated that 41 chemicals were 
found in the blood of women tested. If they did the same test on Amish 
women, how would the results compare? 
 
 

ROCK MINING IN SOUTH FLORIDA 
 

 On Thursday, October 6th, the Board of County Commissioners will 
hold another public hearing concerning a new rock mining covenant. It 
concerns zoning approval for a rock mining operation near 90th street and 
SW 177th Avenue. The meeting will be held at 9:30am at 111 NW 1st 
Street. The proposed project will be 700 feet away from Everglades 
National Park and will affect the water seepage of the wetlands. Contact 
your County Commissioner to protect our water.  
 
 

MIAMI-DADE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 
 

 The Extension Service has a new tool that provides realistic pictures 
of a storm surge in Miami-Dade County. Enter your address or folio 
number into the Storm Surge Simulator and select the intensity of the 
hurricane from Category 1 to 5 to find out how it might affect your home. 
The website address for the Storm Surge Simulator is 
http://www.miamidade.gov/EOM/storm-surge-simulator.asp  
 
    

PARK NEWS 

 
 We had a very successful summer with a total of 476 campers who 
participated in our Camp Manatee / Camp Kingfisher programs throughout 
the 10-week (June 13 – August 19). Thanks to the generous donation of 
$2000 we were able to assist 14 campers with tuition assistance. We were 
also excited to see that some Federal organizations offered some 
assistance to families in need as well. A total of 20 campers received some 
form of financial assistance and were all truly grateful for the chance to 
have that experience.  

http://www.miamidade.gov/EOM/storm-surge-simulator.asp
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 It is nice to be back at the park and having time to focus on fall 
programming ideas and ways to encourage the community, public and 
nature enthusiasts to utilize the park more. However, the first project was 
to reclaim the trails, rest areas and back butterfly garden from all the 
summer growth. Last week Friday, September 9th, a total of 10 
EcoAdventures staff from all over the county came to do just that. We 
were successful in opening up the back trails through the butterfly garden 
allowing for easier passage and more sunlight to peak through the 
canopy. We also work on opening up the mock Tequesta site area. It was 
a long day, but I was thankful to have all the help. National Public Lands 
Day is coming up on Saturday, September 24th.  Arch Creek is one of the 
sites hosting volunteers; I’m hoping to have volunteers, to pick up where 
we left off on our work day. 
 To keep up with the latest news please visit the Park’s blog page 
for frequent updates. You can access the blog page at 
www.archcreek.wordpress.com.  
 

UPCOMING DATES – October – November - December 
 

October Featured Event:  

 
 

ECO-ACTION DAYS @ ARCH CREEK PARK 
Dates: 2nd Saturday of every month  
Time: 9:30am-12:30pm 
Connect with nature and get down and dirty at one of our monthly volunteer days!  
Join our naturalists in restoring Arch Creek Park and its natural areas. Projects 
include removing weeds or invasive exotic vegetation, planting, mulching, and 
picking up garbage. Bring your work gloves and small hand tools. Wear closed-toed 
shoes. Sunscreen, long shirts/pants, water, hats, sunglasses are highly 
recommended.   
Fee: FREE. Reservations are required. Call (305) 944-6111 for more information.  
 

ECO-ACTION DAYS @ GREYNOLDS PARK 
Dates: 3rd Saturday of every month  
Time: 9:30am-12:30pm 

http://www.archcreek.wordpress.com/
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There is no better way to connect with nature than to get down and dirty at one of 
our monthly volunteer days! Join our naturalists in restoring our parks and natural 
areas. Projects include removing weeds or invasive exotic vegetation, planting, 
mulching, and picking up garbage.  
Fee: FREE. Reservations are required. Call (305) 948-2891 for more information. 
 

ARCH CREEK & GREYNOLDS PARK: CAMPFIRE PROGRAM 
Dates: October 7th, November 25 & December 23 
Time: 7:00-8:00pm 
Ease the stress of your workweek with our classic campfire program. Join our 
naturalists around the campfire for a night full of campfire games, stories and don’t 
forget marshmallow roasting.  
Fee: $6.00/participant. Reservations are required. Call (305) 944-6111.   
 

GREYNOLDS PARK: CREATURES OF THE NIGHT HIKE 
Dates: 2nd Friday of every month  
Time: 7:00-8:00pm 
Fascinated by the moon and the stars or even glow bugs? Then to come learn about 
the mysteries of the night and see what lurks around our park when the lights go 
out!  After a 30-minute Power Point presentation, our naturalists will take you on a 
night hike through the park in search of its nocturnal residents.  
Fee: $6.00/participant. Reservations are required. Call (305) 948-2891.   
 

ARCH CREEK PARK: NIGHT HIKE 
Dates: 3rd Friday of every month  
Time: 7:00-8:00pm 
Venture into the beautiful Tropical Hardwood Hammock with a naturalist guide and 
discover the marvelous nocturnal life of the park at dusk. Experience the sights and 
sounds of eastern screech owls, raccoons, night time spiders and much more.  
Fee: $6.00/participant. Reservations are required. Call (305) 944-6111.   
 

ARCH CREEK PARK:  NATURE TRAIL WALKS 
Dates: Saturdays & Sundays 
Time: 3:00pm – 4:00pm  
Join us on this naturalist guided tour through a tropical hardwood hammock where 
you will find an assortment of interesting plants and animals native to South Florida 
and come learn about Arch Creek’s role in the early history of North Miami. 
Fee:  $3.00/participant. Reservations are required. Call (305) 944-6111. 
 

Camp Manatee – One Day Camp 
Date: October 28 
Time: Drop-off: 7:30am-9:30am Camp Hours: 9:30am-3:30pm Pick-up: 3:30pm-
6:00pm 
Camp Manatee is now offering one day camps during teacher planning days and 
some holidays.  
Fee: $34.00/day, plus $12 annual registration fee. Call (305) 944-6111 or (305) 948-
2891 for more information. 

Arch Creek Trust, Inc. 
1855 N.E. 135th Street 
North Miami, FL 33181 


